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I. Required Question
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Tibawi's concise and razor sharp analysis lead to three basic conclusions:

1. Modern Orientalism, despite its academic advances, continues to rely
substantially on the medieval images of Islam; “it has only discarded old-fashioned
clothes in favor of more modern attire. Illustrations of the persistence of the old ideas
abound, not only concerning the Qur'an and Muhammad but also quite logically
concerning Islamic theology, law, and history.”

2. Orientalist scholarship lacks clear thinking, objective standards, and basic
courtesy, tolerance, and moderation towards Muslim points of view. In most cases, the
religious and political affiliation of the Orientalists gets the better of their scholarly
judgments.

3. There is no concrete or conclusive proof in the voluminous output of Orientalist
scholars on the origins of Islam that Islam borrowed from the Bible or the Jewish
scriptures. In this regard, Orientalist assertions are unproved “vague generalizations”;
and Orientalist scholarship is little more than a learned process of producing
“speculative discourses on the obvious.”
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Please write down your chosen area of specialization in the answer sheet.
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I shall argue in a moment that the theoretical dimension of
racism today, as in the past, is historically essential, but that it is neither
autonomous nor primary. Racism - a true ‘total social phenomenon’ ~
inscribes itself in practices (forms of violence, contempt, intolerance,
humiliation and exploitation), in discourses and representations which
are so many intellectual elaborations of the phantasm of prophylaxis or
segregation (the need to purify the social body, to preserve ‘one’s own’
or ‘our’ identity from all forms of mixing, interbreeding or invasion) and

which are articulated around stigmata of otherness (name, skin colour,
religious practices). It therefore organizes affects (the psychological
study of these has concentrated upon describing their obsessive
character and also their ‘irrational’ ambivalence) by conferring upon
them a stereotyped form, as regards both their ‘objects’ and their
‘subjects’. It is this combination of practices, discourses and representa-
tions in a network of affective stereotypes which enables us to give an
account of the formation of a racist community (or a community of
racists, among whom there exist bonds of ‘imitation’ over a distance)
and also of the way in which, as a mirror image, individuals and collec-
tivities that are prey to racism (its ‘objects’) find themselves constrained
to see themselves as a community.
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